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most prompt, and effectual, of any that we are
acquainted with amongst the African nations. The
whole of the Old Calabar country is governed by
what are termed the " Egbo laws.53 These are
laws, enacted by a secret meeting, called the Egbo
assembly, which is held in a house set apart for
that purpose, called the Palaver house ; of this
assembly the Duke, by virtue of his sovereignty,
officiates as the chief, with the title of Eyarnba,
There are different degrees of rank in the subordi-
nate Egbo members, and each step must be pur-
chased successively. They sometimes admit Eng-
lishmen into this assembly : Captain Burrell of the
ship Haywood, of Liverpool, held the rank of Yam-
pai, which is one of considerable importance, and
he found it exceedingly to his advantage, as it
enabled him to recover all debts due to him by the
natives.

The following are the names, and prices, of each
step :

1  Abungo    .    .    .125 Bars.

2  Aboko      .    .    .    75 Bars.

3  Makaira   .    .    . 400 White copper rods.

4  Bakimboko   .    .  100 Bars.

5  Yampai    .    .    . 850 White copper rods,
also some rum, goats, membo, &c. &c.

The Yampai is the only class of Egbo men that
are allowed to sit in council. The sums paid for
the different titles of Egbo are divided among the
Yampai only, who are not confined to a single